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Overview of Each Step
Step 1: Organize Your Resources for Sharing Your Message
· Identify the channels and platforms (e.g., social media, newsletters, bulletins, flyers) where you will share your Catholic Giving Tuesday message.
· Set a goal to achieve with your community. It can be a modest or ambitious goal as long as it is achievable. Your goal may be either raising dollars or achieving a certain number of donors. 
Step 2: Plan Your Communications
· Create a communication calendar leading up to Catholic Giving Tuesday, or use the one provided.
· Make note of who will organize each communication (e.g., social media, newsletters, bulletins, flyers). This may be staff or volunteers.
Step 3: Get Your Community Involved
· Recruit volunteers to help spread the word through personal outreach.
· Engage your community by encouraging them to share social media posts and reach out to their own networks to amplify your message.
· [bookmark: _Hlk179788529]Have a member of parish/school/ministry staff or a volunteer ask faithful donors or social groups if they may consider making a “matching gift.” See below for more details! This means that they offer a donation amount and challenge others in the messaging to make a gift that their donation will match. For example, if someone gives $20, then the matching gift donor(s) will also offer $20, thus “doubling” the original donor’s gift. It is a highly motivating tool!
Step 4: Sending Your Communications
· Send emails and social media posts at key times (one week before, three days before, twice on the day of, and follow-up after).
Expand Your Impact: Tips for Successful Fundraising

Detailed Steps
Step 1: Organize Your Resources for Sharing Your Message
1. Make a list of resources to distribute your Catholic Giving Tuesday message:
· Social media platforms
· Email lists
· Bulletin announcements
· Pulpit announcements
· Newsletters, letters, and flyers
2. Designate who will manage each resource and determine what tools you’ll need (e.g., volunteers, online giving pages).
3. Examples:
· Social media: Leading up to Catholic Giving Tuesday, share posts about your mission and how donations will impact or enhance your ministry. 
· Email: Use a segmented email list to reach targeted supporters.

Step 2: Plan Your Communications
1. Use a communication timeline with key dates and messages.
· Example: Send a reminder email three days before Catholic Giving Tuesday with impact stories.
2. Develop your messaging:
· Who benefits: Explain how donations support your cause.
· What they support: Share specific projects or needs.
· When to give: Focus on the day of Catholic Giving Tuesday and offer advance options.
· Where to give: Include links to online donation pages. You may also offer options for donors to contribute by check, a donor advised fund, through their IRA, or though a gift of stock. The Catholic Foundation team is happy to assist you with this messaging. 
· Why give: Use impact statements and personal stories.
3. Interested in creating your own custom email message? Here is a recommended template:
· First line(s): Thank your audience for their continued support/participation in your organization.
· Second line(s): Let your audience know that Catholic Giving Tuesday is approaching.
· Third lines(s): Remind your audience what their gift on Catholic Giving Tuesday will help accomplish for your organization. This is a great time to incorporate a quote or story!
· Fourth line(s): Remind your audience to make their gift online on or before December 2nd. Remember the link!
· Fifth line(s): Thank your audience and pray for them.

Step 3: Get Your Community Involved
1. Volunteer Recruitment: Share this announcement in bulletins or newsletters:
"Dear friends in Christ,
We need you! Catholic Giving Tuesday is fast approaching, and we all have the potential to raise needed funds for (organization/ministry name). A few minutes of your time can make a BIG impact by sharing our message with your friends and family. Join us to support our community and build God’s kingdom!"
2. Assign volunteers specific tasks:
· Share posts on social media.
· Reach out personally to their network via text, phone, or email.
3. Encourage volunteers to ask directly for donations and participate in person by handing out flyers or making announcements.
4. Have a member of parish/school/ministry staff or a trusted volunteer ask faithful donors or social groups if they may consider making a “matching gift.” This means that they offer a gift amount and challenge others in the messaging to make a gift that their donation will match. For example, if someone gives $20, then the matching gift donor(s) will also offer $20, thus “doubling” the original donor’s gift. It is a highly motivating tool! We are available to assist you with creating this messaging.

Step 4: Sending Your Communications
1. Email Templates:
· One Week Before Catholic Giving Tuesday: Introduce your community to Catholic Giving Tuesday and how their contributions will impact your ministry. 
[bookmark: _Hlk179800726]Subject Line: Don’t Let the Season of Giving Pass You By
"Dear [Name],
As we approach the season of giving, we are reminded of our call to serve others. This Catholic Giving Tuesday, we invite you to support [Parish/School/Ministry] to make a difference in our faith community. Remember us in your giving on December 2nd. Your generous gift will allow us to maintain and expand our good works now and into the future. You can make your gift by visiting our website at [Website URL]. Together in Christ, (a leader’s name)."
· Three Days Before: Share an impact story and remind supporters about the upcoming date. 
Subject Line: December 2nd  – Your Day to Become Rich In Good Works 
"Dear [Name],
Catholic Giving Tuesday is almost here! As we thank God for His abundant blessings, we remember our call to not only enjoy the riches God entrusts us with, but also to be rich in good works. Your gift on December 2nd , Catholic Giving Tuesday, will allow us to share our blessings as a community and continue the spiritual mission of our [Parish/School/Ministry]. You can make your gift by visiting our website at [Website URL]. Together in Christ, (a leader’s name)."
· On Catholic Giving Tuesday (Morning): A call to action.
Subject Line: It’s Your Time – Catholic Giving Tuesday Is Happening Now!
"Dear [Name],
Today is the day! Join Catholics worldwide in charity by supporting [Parish/School/Ministry] today, Catholic Giving Tuesday. Every gift makes a difference, and every gift shared blesses and gives thanks to God, who provides us with all good things! You can make your gift by visiting our website at [Website URL]. Together in Christ, (a leader’s name)."
· Evening of Catholic Giving Tuesday: Thank supporters and offer a last chance to give.
Subject Line: Live Your Faith By Providing Your Support Tonight
"Dear [Name],
We are so grateful for the generous hearts of our community! If you have already made a gift, thank you! There’s still time to give—join our Catholic Giving Tuesday celebration of God’s gifts by making a donation before midnight. The good work of our [Parish/School/Ministry] is not possible without donors like you. You can make your gift by visiting our website at [Website URL]. Together in Christ, (a leader’s name)."
· The Day After Catholic Giving Tuesday: Send thanks and encourage further gifts. 
Subject Line: Thank You for Making Our Ministry Possible
“Thank you to those who shared in Christ’s ministry through their Catholic Giving Tuesday donation. You are the heart of generosity and make our mission possible. If you did not have a chance to make your gift on Catholic Giving Tuesday, remember that any day is the right day to share God’s gifts with the ministry you love. Thank you, and God bless and keep you always [Website URL]. Together in Christ, (a leader’s name)."

2. Social Media Posts:
· 1 Week Before: "Catholic Giving Tuesday is coming! Join us on December 2nd  and help grow [Parish/School/Ministry] now and for our future. You support our faith community with an online gift [Website URL]. #CatholicGivingTuesday 
· 3 Days Before: "Give thanks for [Parish/School/Ministry] this Catholic Giving Tuesday with your gift of charity. We rely on donors like you to continue our mission and serve our Catholic community. You can make your gift by visiting our website at [Website URL]." #CatholicGivingTuesday
· Morning of: "Today is Catholic Giving Tuesday! Your gift to [Parish/School/Ministry] helps us serve others. You can make your gift by visiting our website at [Website URL]." #CatholicGivingTuesday 
· Afternoon: "Thank you for your generosity! There's still time to give and make a difference. You can make your gift by visiting our website at [Website URL]." #CatholicGivingTuesday
· Day After Catholic Giving Tuesday: "Thank you to everyone who shared in Christ’s ministry through their Catholic Giving Tuesday donation! Your generosity is the heart of our mission and makes everything we do possible. If you didn’t get a chance to give, remember that any day is the right day to share God’s gifts. Thank you, and may God bless you! [Website URL]." #CatholicGivingTuesday

Appendix: Extra Resources
Additional Strategies to Get the Word Out!
· Encourage businesses you know to share your Catholic Giving Tuesday campaign with their networks on social media.
· Ask community members to share their impact stories about how your ministry has benefitted them. Include these stories in your emails, social media posts, or flyers.
· Use progress updates towards your goal to motivate donors.
· Have volunteers ask for donations or hand out flyers in person.
· Have volunteers ask their friends directly to participate
· Pick an important date or person to encourage people to fundraise – for example, in honor of a favored teacher/pastor/volunteer, in honor of your organization’s founding year, etc. 

We are always here to help! Reach out any time.
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