
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

Living the Hope of the Resurrection 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 

Through the Resurrection, we are reminded that God’s work is everlasting and that 
even what feels like an ending can become a new beginning. This hope is not only 
something we celebrate at Easter; it is something we are called to live each day 
through acts of charity, generosity, and service to others, bringing the promise of 
new life to those around us. 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who in his great 
mercy gave us a new birth to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead.”  - 1 Peter 1:3 

Throughout our diocese, this living hope is made visible each day through the 
charitable work of our parishes, schools, and ministries. From educating the next 
generation and caring for families in need, to supporting vocations and 
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strengthening faith communities, the Church continues Christ’s mission of love 
and renewal in Central Florida. 

The generosity of faithful donors like you makes this work possible. Your gifts 
become instruments of God’s mercy, providing lasting support to ministries that 
serve others in Christ’s name and extending the hope of the Resurrection to those 
seeking healing, encouragement, and opportunity. 

This Easter season, let us reflect on how charity can be a powerful expression of 
our faith and a way to share in God’s work. We invite you to consider how you can 
be part of this mission and help carry forward the hope of the Resurrection 
bringing Christ’s love to others today and for generations to come. 

  

 

 

  

Madelyn T. Weed, CFRE, CAP® 

President & CEO 
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2025 Impact Report: Stewardship that Endures 

 

Every gift tells a story of faith, generosity, and hope. Our 2025 Impact 
Report shares how donors like you are helping grow endowments, support 
ministries, and build a lasting legacy for the Church in Central Florida. Thank you 
for being part of this mission. We invite you read the report to see the impact you 
are making. 
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Honoring Tom Chandler: A Legacy of 
Faith and Philanthropy 

 

Bishop John Noonan presented Tom 
Chandler with the Mary, Mother of God 
Award for his extraordinary dedication 
to the Catholic Church, to The 
Catholic Foundation, and to our 
brothers and sisters in Christ 
throughout Central Florida. For more 
than forty years, Tom has generously 
shared his time, talent, and treasure in 
service to others. Through his visionary 
leadership, professional expertise, and 
deep commitment to the joy of 
philanthropy, Read more... 

 

Remembering Sister Elizabeth Marie 
Stoup, SSJ 

 

We remember Sister Elizabeth Marie 
Stoup, SSJ, who died peacefully on 
March 18, 2026. She was a strong 
advocate for individuals with 
intellectual and developmental 
disabilities, serving as Principal of 
Morning Star Catholic School and as the 
visionary behind Bishop Grady Villas 
(now Magnify). We invite you to continue 
her legacy with a gift in her memory to 
the Bishop Grady Villas Sr. Elizabeth 
Marie Stoup Endowment Fund. Donate 
here... 
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Philanthropy Moment: What is Faith 
Based or Catholic Compliant 
Investing? 

 

Faces of Philanthropy: Meet Catholic 
Donor Advised Fundholder Kevin 
Bowler 
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Nia Herald, VP & CFO, CAP®, shares 
how The Catholic Foundation ensures 
gifts are invested in a way that reflects 
Catholic values and supports faithful 
stewardship. Click here to watch. 

 

Kevin is passionate about his churches 
and Father Lopez, on which he serves 
as Co-Chairperson. He supports his 
college and those organizations that 
need a hand. Read more... 
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Families Enjoy WPGC Lenten Activity 

 

WPGC members, guests, and their 
families came together for a time of 
fun, creativity, and reflection as we 
journey through the Lenten season. 
Through hands-on activities and 
meaningful conversations, we were 
reminded of the Read more... 

 

WPGC Now Accepting 2026 Grant 
Applications 

 

The WPGC is accepting applications for 
its 2026 grant cycle through June 1st. 
Applicants must be Catholic-compliant 
non-profit organizations serving the 
spiritual or corporal needs of the 
people of Central Florida. Learn more… 
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Legacy Planning Seminar: Join Us on 
May 4th 

 

Join us at St. Mary Catholic Church in 
Rockledge for 
a complimentary seminar on planning 
your Catholic legacy. Learn how to 
create or update your estate plan to 
reflect your values and provide for your 
loved ones. Register today to reserve 
your spot. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewarding Your Gifts with Purpose 

 

As we reflect on the values of Easter, 
the joyful triumph of Christ's 
Resurrection, and the hope that 
outshines death, we're reminded that 
everything we have is a gift from God, 
entrusted to us to be entrusted to us to 
be used with Read more... 
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Last Chance to Enter the 2026 Marian 
Essay Contest 

 

Middle school students are invited to 
participate in the 2026 Marian Essay 
Contest, reflecting on the theme Mary, 
Our Heavenly Mother. Submissions are 
due April 15. Click here to learn more! 

 

The Catholic Foundation Sponsors 
Multiple Events in March 

 

The Catholic Foundation enjoys 
supporting diocesan organizations 
through Event Sponsorship Grants, 
attending four events in March. Click 
here to learn more about our grant 
opportunities! 
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Market Highlights from Our Trusted Partner The Concord Advisory Group, Ltd. 

"Quantum Computing" 

 

Innovation is advancing at remarkable speed, often in hard-to-see places. 
Quantum computing is one of those areas. Today's classical computers Read 
more... 
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Share Your Thoughts On This Month's Newsletter  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

Learn more about 
joining the St. 
Katharine Drexel 
Society  

 

 

 

 

 

  

St. Katharine Drexel is the patron Saint of Philanthropy. The Catholic Foundation of 
Central Florida strives to emulate her work by enhancing philanthropic impact 
which serves those who are most in need in nine counties of Central Florida. here. 

  

Our Mission: 

To inspire and increase giving, to prudently invest the resources entrusted to us, 
and to capably steward those charitable gifts to support the spiritual and corporal 
needs of the community of the Diocese of Orlando. 

  

 

  

Returning God's Gifts 
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Stay Connected With Us Everyday!  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Catholic Foundation is an independent 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit foundation committed to fostering and 
stewarding philanthropy to address community 
issues and meet the spiritual and corporal needs of 
our community year-round. As a proven trustworthy 
philanthropic organization to give to and give 
through, we have received the Guidestar Platinum 
Seal of Transparency. Fully endorsed by the Diocese 
of Orlando and its Bishop, we work extensively with 
Catholic parishes, schools and nonprofit 
organizations aligned with Catholic social values to 
help inspire giving and secure resources needed to 
further their long-term goals. 
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The Catholic Foundation of Central Florida, Inc.  

50 E. Robinson St., Orlando, Florida 32801  
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